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MKItAl'IC.
On motion by Mr. HUN TKU, the reading of the

uiiimil a'a^ diip^nwJ tjrith.
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

\|r YULGt (MMenUd lh»roeawitl oi W. Morion, ol
it* marine corps, praying that lie may be gllowed ceriain!J!L"Lwi wliich was laid Oi. the table.
Mr MASON moved that Robert Mayo have leave to

withdraw certain papers from the files.
Tlit CHAIR m-ked whether the pa|>er»were before a

(oainiiltee, or whether an adverse report had been made
thereon I
Mr MASON. I cannot say.
Th« CHAIR mijjuehied that the motion be withheld for

lli« present. »

REPORTS KRUM COMMITTEES.

Mr HAMLIN. Irom the Committee on Commerce,
inked liiat the committee be discharged froiM the furii.ei
oil rndeiation of the legislative business not acted uiioii.
Mr. ATCHISON inquired if toere was not a rule ol

the Senate transferring all the unfinished business to the
ne*t session ol Congress I ;

Mr HA31LIN relied that he was not aware of any
rule io meet the case. Formerly the committees had
bees compelled to ax It tt> be discharged.
A SENATOR. There is auch a rule.
Mr HAMLIN thereupon withdrew his motion.
Mr HUNTER, Irom the Coir.inittee on Finance, to

whom bad beeu referred House bill making approp.m-
note lor tlie support of the army lor the year ending
June 30,1651. retried the same back without amend* j""Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Committee
oa Commerce, to wh in had been relerred the memorial
and papers of John McColgan, asked to be discharged
Irom the luriher consideration of the same.
Mr. HAMLIN. Irom the Committee on Printing, re¬

potted the following joint resolution :
" RtuJvtd n» ikt Stnuf, 4-c . That the Secretary of the

Innate, and ibe Clerk oi Ihe Himre, and the clt-ik ol 'he
Jomi Conimiltee on Priutmg, joiuily, be, ami they hereby
i e autbonzed ai d ein|>oweiedto examine, audit, ami pa**
u >ou»l aoceunt*for printing, to inaku *yro rata reduction in

lie compensation allowed, or to refuse Hie work altogether,
ilioutd ll tie interior to the standard, and in all tiling" io po»
mm ibe same power over ihe public pruning at is oouler-
ltd upon ttii Joint Committee on Hrnitiairf by tnejoint re.-o-

lultoii anpioved August 3, ItUBi PruVidtd, 1 hat tur authori¬
ty hen by conlerred shall only beraerciatd during the recess

Ol Uongieis, and shall ceaso at the commencement ol the
netft session of Congress."
The |oint resolution, by unanimous consent, was read

t first and second time by its title, and considered as in
cmiiiiiiuee ol the whole ; it was then ordered io be en-1
(tossed lor a third reading, read a third time, aud

'^Subsequently, Mr. HAMLIN introduced the following
resolution; which was considered and agrted to:
"IkuMtrd, That the ltitti joint rnleol the two houses be sus¬

pends 1 during the present session, »o tar as relates to the

j>iut rewlulion relating lo the public printing."
Ou motion by Mr. HAMLIN,
" U'titltd', That the Secretary of the Senate request the

iionci'rrence of the House of Kepr-'««niatives therein."
UKTT or PAMKNUEBS ON steam vessels.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachiisette, from the Committee on
Cotnmeice, to whom had been referred the bill from the
H, use (No. M6) entitled " An act to provide for the bet¬
ter security ol the lives of |>assengers on board ol ves¬
sels propel ed in whole or in part by steam," reported
bark the same
Mr. D. stated that ihe bill would require some

amendments; and as be had found there would he no ob¬
jection lo it, and as there was no lime now for discussion
upon it, he thought it would be the better way lo retam
it to tiie Senate and have il recommitted, if necessary, at
the next session. He would, therefore, report it now,
aud let it go upon the caleudar, lo come up at the next
session.
Mr. BRIGHT asked that the amendments be printed.
Mr. DAVIS stated that no amendments were reported,

RESOLUTION*.
Mr. HUNTER aubmitted the following resolution ;

which was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed
to:
" lUtolrtd, That the manuscript entitled a comprehensive

»i*w ol the principal ludepeudent maritime couuuies of
Ibe Ivsit, by Aaron k. Palmer, whltb was communicated
tutbe Senate by the lale Secretary ol State, be withdrawn
'urn the Hlesoi the Senate aud returned io me Department
.I Sate."
Mr RUSK submitted the following resolution
" Htt&vtd, That the Srcrniaiy pay to Owen Connolly the

.sine amount ol salary aa was allowed him by a resolution
oi Ujo Senate on the loh March last, aud lo continue Irom
tbst nine during the <tl abUi'? of said Counolly, whose tn
juries incurred in the discharge ol his duties as wis of the
potior I the Capitol of the United Stales have him unabl.-
is obtain a livelihood by any laborious employment "

On motion by Mr. RUSK.
"Ordtrtd, That tba said resolution be referred \A lbs Com¬

mittee lo Audit aad Control tba Contingent Expenwa ol the
Ssaais."

THE CIVIL ADD DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL.

A message wee received from ibe House of Repreaent-
Mivsa, announcing that the House bad agreed to some of
Ok Seaala amendments to the bill making appropriations
(or Um civil and diplomatic expenses ol the government
lor tbe year ending June infti, had disagreed to others,
lad agreed lo others with amendments
The following are Ihe Senate amendtnenla disagreed lo

k) tbe Hoaae :

Br oats amendment striking out the following proviso t

Thai ibe mileage ol senators, representa¬
tives, and delegases shall hereafter be oomputed on the
route by which the mails are transported Irom the CaoiU
is tb* residence ol each senalor, ropre-entauve* or dele-
(sit: Afi p* undid, luriktr. That no sunb member of either
UsiK-h ol Ce*gMSS, rending east of the Kocky Moumams,
Shalt receive mote man cne tkoueanri dollar- mileage lor
'¦ill MMiM. mid nu »uci» n»®if»b»r or delenaif n-*-.'¦*
west ol the Kocky Mountains shall rreelee more Ibajj two
ihnusand dollars miteego lor each session ; nor shall any
member ol tne Senate reoeive mileage loi any season o:
u.si Imdy which may be called withio thirty days alu-r the
srljournment of both Houses ol Congress, anless tbe travel
lor which such is charged has beeu actually |<erlorroea
The Senate inserted the words " seven hundied,' after

bousend, in ibe totlowing ciaase ¦
" tor eosBpeasaiton ol su^eunteadeni and lour waioh-

men of the northeast executive building, one thousand and
ir n dollar* "

The Senate struik out "918,7U0" In the following clause ¦¦
" For couiprn.sw.n, of ^onitnirtinner ol Indian Allans,

end the eterks, messengers, arid assistent in his ollice,
.18.TB0 "

And added as Allows i
" Inviudiug ilie sum ol gl.lOO 8B due snd to lie paid to
'"Orge K lleriick, lor services heretofore performed under
t»emteen Hi ulnuse of the act of May tin, ISBH, entitled
An act providing for the salaries ol certain otuceit therein
.lined, and lor other purposes,' BIB,SIM Hti "
The aaseadmem which struck irom the item " (or oom-

Kusatioa of ctrrka aad mesteiuters in th<- otftce of tbechiel
¦.k rn-rr, [in the War l)»|>attuisn' J $6,65u," the words

"..0,'* and ineeriad In lieu thercnl the words " #MD, irv
tauing cornpwnaatioa to the disbursing agent of (aid office

il 9?Jo, in addition ta his salary a* clerk f'rnvidtd, Said
wnt shall glee bond with approved surety lor the laiihiul
disbursement o( the fands intrusted to him."
"The amendment whleb struck out tbe following item'lorcowipensation ol theohiel ol rba baresu of medioine

srid surgery, and ol Ibe assistant surgeon, clerks, and mes¬
sengers in his office, fU.800.- and inserted la lieu ihereol the
.allowing" for tbe annual salary of tba chief of tbe bureau of med-leine ai.d surgery, «t,MJU >

rar arrears ol salary of the eblel of the bureau of medi-cine and snrgery, provided by tbe aet of third Maieh, MM#,
" For compensation of the assistant surgeon, clerks, andmessengers in tbe office ol the cbiel of the bnraau of medi¬cine and surgery, fa yqn "

The amendment which struck out the word* betweent>rackets in the Uslowing item: '"For compensation of
¦"("trt'enrlrni snd three watchmen of the southwest ex-
ecinive building, »I,7S01 (the salary of Um three watchmanbeir.g increased Iron M3MA io BMW each |>er annum, Irom'!*e hrst ot J.ir)

. he amendrneni of tne Senate which inserted, after tbe
*1 fopriaiinn ol B36,(KIU tor incidental and contingent ex-
1" of the m n. at Philadelphia, the following proviso i

'/Ve»iW»W, i nat the decretary ol the Treasury bo bara-
ny suihornad lo obtain lor the Uuited Stales the right to
J"e the improved methods of refining argentiierous goldeslllon, recently discovered and being paientad to K M
¦cCulioh and Jama* C Hooth, or the right to Ii«e any.ber method ol accomplishing the same object whioh may
".'.after be discovered and patented, by allowing lo the

patentee* a sum not exceeding one hall of ihe differ-
»ne* betwsah the cost of the labor and the iriaierial* re-
I'l" <1 in the nrneees now uSed at the Unned State* mint
u "Hue tuch bullion, aitd ihe oost of labor and msterials
"..^ssary to be used in" the nsw process which may be
Copied But the depositor shall jm.f Ihe eosnpensatloa so

agreed upou, if lie elects (o use the new method, or else
have ili« right to resoit to the iiresett process, unlets the
Secretary ol tbo 1 rea«ury should find 11 neoesiary lit'I enI ft
to dir. 01 otherwise. llut the connect (ball rot extend over
a greater period than ibat lor which the patent la Kiven "

wh'"t« inserted in the btU tbe following
"For salaries of governor and superintendent of Indian

bunded doltan *C"' *"d niM.««.»

do'llmi' 00,,tU'*0"1 ol «atd Territory, one thousand
.. For compensation ami mileage of members of legitla-

rvo assembly, cleiki, officers, and contingent expenses of
tbo aaminbly. twrmy-lour thousand ilolUis

T 7 ?' *?id Ter'l""y. thousand dollar»'
£/0, ' p.M "be libraries lor tbe Territories of New
Mexico and Utah shall be purchased by ujcuis to be un-

ptitn'cd uy the Prutitlenl of the United State" '

.J". V'V'iV"*1 ,ur ",u r°'rllo,r Of New Mexico,
iWHMiy tlioufotud U' lli&itt.

.

"For compensation for the cle.k of tbo district judga of

i1? f.'' "o"!''"* »-a making irttuaunute of

I . |"" ,c"lot" ol ,a'1' judge ill certain matters
.ub.tiltted to him by the Secietary »if the Treasury, the
compensation lor >aid service to be audited tud allowed

.« il." {.,rB'ary °' 'he Treasury, nine huu'lrsd dollars
t or ilia keeprror the lighthouse on Minot's Ledge,

rieai Co in Homou bay,seven hundred nndliiiy dul-
iirs, and five hundred and ip'iy do'lar* each pur annum to
his assistants "

'

Ihu tiii.trndinent wlm/h slrtkot ou' the following proviso,
inserted bjr Hid Hojni, under lliu brad " J^igni bouse Kstab
iisbmenl t"
j-i'?!*' ^'l*1 collectors whose coinpensation exceeds
Va uuU shall rt'0'*ive no compensation as superintendents of
iinliu or uubtujiug aKeuts."

I'he amendment wbtcb increased the sum lo tbe follow-
Iiiv item lo #A,AU0t
I. I*'? S/j i'Jr.r.l."W llie ''Kbihouie on Minot's rock, Boston
u.u jor, jm.uuj

I he uineudtm-ul whiob inserted in the bill the follow¬
ing t

tor the extension of ijie Capitol, according to such plnn
as in*y l»«s adopted by ibe Jjint Committee on Public
ouildinits o| uotb housos ot Congress, two hundred ttiou
-and ionnis. 1 his uppropriatlou to b« expended under
i ii f*0,,on. ol ,,1B Prerideiu of lha Untied States, who

snail be authorij«d to appoint an architect to carry out the
pluu or plans wbtcb m»y he adopted as aldVesaid."

I b«> amendment ol the Senate which inoreased the a

propriaiion lor tbo custom-house now in progress ol co
stiuouou at New Orleans from Igtl.OOO to*2,000.
In tbe course ol their proceedings thr committee re-

*'?' of 'he, blowing Itsms from
. .

#8,922 87, and in the last clans-* inserted the
word compensation" in lieu of tne woid "outllti"
"lo Aninouy fen Eyok, lor salary and contingent ex¬

penses as commissioner to tbe Sandwich Islands for the
)ear ending December SI, 1819, #6,-12i 87.

«

" I?-; 'or outlit as late commissioner to t; e

li* iJT . ,'in P',f*Ul,n!,eof the recommendation of
tbe Department ol Stale, tfS.000.
Tbe amendment as emended Wns then concurred in
I he following item wjs n.nende j by inserting in the

eighth line the words printed in brackets', "and other."
so as »o make (ho building "exempt irom ad State, city
and mher taxation i"

' '.

"Kor tbe erectiou ol a new cusiotn-bousc nt San Kran-
cl.-co, to contain rooms fo.'the po.t niilue in that utty. for
the accommodation of its otfi jers, and also rooms lor the
United Status district court, lor the accommodatio i of its
officer; and other government olHcers in California, until
the who e building Is needed for Custom-house purpjses
one hundred thousand dollarM P.uvtdtd, That said hudd-
iti){ shall he exempt Irom all State and city [nud otlierl tax
atiou i A*H proetdrd, furlktr. That the whole cost oi the
fttimo ftuall u>iekcc«ci lour tiundred tlioutaud ciuliar^ "

And the ameudinents which inser'ed the following items i
' roc ib« tnlaiy ol John Catna, at secretary aud aotinii

governor ol Wisconsin Territory, from the 10th day of June
I8«, to the 4th day of March, 1849. being eight month'
Jl asfcTn"7 'wo u"yt* *l ,h8 "*ce o1 92,800 p*" ¦unu,n

" to reimbnrse the corporation of Washington the
amount advanced to complete tlio paving of r'ilieeiuli
slreei, infrom of ibe Treasury Uopartntent, including the
culvert, y2 3tW 9o, ujioo its tiring shown lo Uie Secretary
of the liea:ury tbal said sum of moiiey was advanced by
the corjioraiioii of Wasbingtoa.
" For continuing the puiiiicaiion of ihe works of tlte ex¬

ploring expedition, including the pruitiug ol the charts, the
pay ol sclentilic Corps, anlnry ol tbe lioruculturist, and care
ol the oolioctious, tweiiiyH/e thousand dollars "

An amendment ol lit i deuale wbtub luoruaaad tbe appro
priatlon of the House for an additional number of ulerks in
the 1 ost Olfice Department
"Aud lor additional oom|>ensiitioii to the mesaenger of

.J "1® Solicitor, (ol the Treasury,] two hundted dinars
*' »um ol nine liundred aud »ixty*oue dollars and

tifty lour cents, beieui:oie Kporoprmted lor clerical service
id the (^uariennaster Irrnerai s ollice, and which remains

unexpeodeO, be paid, uuder the direction ol tbe Qum er

master (general, to tlio persons who performed tli« duties
lor which the appropriation was made
"loaidlp lue construction ci a marine hospital at

hvansville, Indiana, ylu.000.
"To aid in the construction of a marine hospital at

Vicksbuig, Miseirs.ppi, #IU,OoO *

" To del ray the expeusM ol a social a^eut to tbe three
republics ol Venes^ela, New Oranida, aud Kcuador, to
Claim of tbose governments, res|>eciivi-ly. the several
aiuouuts dun irotn each ol tlunu ou olaiins of several citl-
aens of Ibn Lntted States igaiust the former govermn^ut of
Cotooibia, «2.0U0
" tor the paymeu-s of tbt balance due and uupairl

to 1 eter Parker, for bis services, accord nig to the intent and
sptnt ol tire appiopriation, in tbe same beuaK. con tallied in
tbe act makiiig uppropr adotis lor the civil aud dip omatic
ex p-.-uses ol the governtii>-ul, dcc .approved March S, 1*47,
<1,941 87; wbicli, il leuslVnd, sba I Ire in lull ol all »er-

vicea, oihcial auu uuotHcial, contemplated by said ap¬
propriation
" Kor the co.n|ienaa!ion of a clerk for the Commissioner

ol I'ublic Uttild.iigs, »'
" For tlie salary of the late keeper of tbe pabtic archives

at at. Augustine to ihe 6'li June, 1849, wnen uie arohives
were transferred from bis custody to the stuveyor irenoMl
ol Florida, «M>4 »-t (
" For balance due lo David Irwin, as asMX-.iate judgo of

Wisconsin Territorf, as audited and nliowed by the p-o:>er
accounting otiieersoi the treasury, the sum ol f97l I).

.' For the relief and piotection ol mariners aod bmt.neu
on the western waters, lo be disbursed under tbe direction
of Ibe Secretary ol the 1 reasury, yift.otM
" ror tbe rvliei and ptoiection of mariners in the State

nf-Calnorma, twenty thousand dollars; to be disbursed
under the direction ol the Sec-entry of tlte Treasury.
" For purchasing a site and commencing the erection of a

suitable ffre-pruol building in the city ol St Louts, Mis¬
souri, lor a custom-house and independent trea-ury, and
other olfioes ot tbe UitiUrd Stales, the sum of MSO.uOO.the
whole uoet of tbe building not to exceed tbe sum ol (f7a,OU(l:
ProtidtU, That said but.ding sbsit be exainoted Irom city
iaxes, and all other taxes whatever, by act ol the legislature
of Miseoorl.
" For the purr-base of a site aud oomtructkm of a proper

building «t Cincinnati. In Uhlo, for a custom-house, inde-
pendt nt treasury, and other offices ol 'he United States,
f&o.lMIt I'rutitltd, That tbo total cost of construction shall
not exceed §76,000: And provided, alto, Tuat said building
shall be exempted irom city tuxes, and ah other taxes what¬
ever, by tbe act of the legislature ol Ohio.
" For compensation of the aroliiiect and superln'endent of

public buildings in Uie Disuiot of Columbia, #1,800.
" Aud that tne oompausati .n of the loiernen at the Capi¬

tol grounds aod at ta» President's grounds shall ba (So per
m-nth"
Tbe House refused to ooncur^in the amendments of the

Senate wkicb struck out of the bill Ihe iwo following items i

"For delraytng the expenses of the cbeinioal analysis of
vegetable substances, firoduoed and used lor the fool ol
man and animals in the oni'ed States, to be expended un¬

der tbe direction ol the Commissioner ol Patent*, #1,00 J, to

be paid out o< tbe patent fund.
*' lo enable tbe Secretary of tbe Interior lo lake a per¬

petual lease lo the United S ates iroin tbe city of Utica,
New York, free of taxes, or other charges of any sort, lor so

many rooms in the City Hail in said oily, about to be
erected, as mar be neoeseary for tbe proper accommodation
ol tbe Uuiied S ates district and circuit courts, holderi In

said cily, aod tbeir officers, #12,000 Provided, Ttiat no

partol this appropriation shall ba paid until it shall be cer¬

tified by tbe justioee ol said circuit court that tbe said rooms

are pronaed and tbe said leaaa made."
The following amendment of tbe Senate, vix i

" For tbe puicbaseol books for tbe library ol tue Treasury
Deparlmeiit, #1,000 ; for the purchase ot a library to be

preserved iu tbe ex cut.ve inan-oii, #2,Ik*); and ibe joiat
coiumftteee ou tbe library of Congress are hereby author¬

ised 10 supply tbe said libraries with any duplicates ol pub¬
lic dooumems whicb oau be spared from the publio ool.ee-
tions in tue library of Congrees or elsewhere "

Tbe House amended by tbe addition ol tbe following
* And tlse Secretary ol the Senate and the Clerk of tbe

House ol Representatives be authorised ami required to

subeorlbe, on behalf of Congress, for copies of the de
Irates and praoeedings of Congress Iroin tbe doinmenoement
of ibe irst session ot tbe first Congress (of which the one

thousand comas ol the first four Congresses, already sub
scribed tor, be considered as part) to tbe second aeesion of
the eighteenth Congress, wben tbe Regieier of Debates, al¬
ready published, begins the pnoe per volume no* lo «s-

ceed that agreed upon for tbe volumes already printed and
delivered under the title «f ' Annals of Congrees j* which
oopies (after distributing one oopy lo escn member of tbe
.1st Uongrees not provided lor by the previous order for sup-
ffy'ng tbe members ot the Both Congress) shall bedep«site#
with the llbtariao of Congrees for the future disposition oi
Congress."
The following Item ibe Hons* amended by striking out

tbe words In brackets i
" That the name of ibe port' Presque Isle,' at Erie, Penn¬

sylvania, be ehaeged lo tbe name of ' Erie,' and that tbe col
leotor of said port be required to Issue new licenses to all
boats and vessels, conforming the same to the aliaratios
hereby made, [and that the aalary of the cnllmjtor ol said

port is hereby pia<wd on tbe same looting with that of tha
OMlector of the port of Mlchlliinacinaok. in Michigan."]

In tha following amendment ot the Seoate, the sum in tin

first paiagraph ol fit 929 tU was stricken out by the il >use,
(¦bat amount biivmg been Inserted by mistake In the Sen-
ale,) and the words .' #8 140 73, to be di.burt.-d by ilia
marshal ol the District ol Columbia," inserted in lieu
ibeiftol
" Tudulruy ths expenses incurred under ibe authority ol

the Corniuitbio ol Arrangements for the tuuoial ol Gen Z
deceased, Iste I'iesdent of iba United Stales,#11,.

.. To defray the expenses of transporting tbe remains of
lieu. Taylor Iroui tbe cemetery in Washington toKmtuoky
to lie expended und'-r the direction ol tbe President of ilia
United Stales, f4,000."
Tne follow lug amendment of th* Senate tbe House

amended by striking out tbe word* in brackets)
" And ibe compensation of the waiohmMi 111 tbe various

department* of government shall be live hundred dollars
per m 11 u 11 in, [ ind it shall be tbe duty of tbe head ol each
department 00 to increase the nuiiiber ol wa'chmeii that
lliey (ball not be required tob-j on duty more than ten hours
each per day "]

1 be I Ion so alto disagreed lo the following item* and soo-
t:ous iii-erted by the Senile:

. Kor making hydrojfruphlc il and topographical surveys
to decide upon the oractioabiltty aud con of impr (ving the
navigation of the Ohio river, by a system of reservoirs to
»erv an leedem in period* ol low water, according 10 tbo
plans proposed by Charles Ellet, jr ,oivi| engineer, the sum
or tw«nty i!iou>aiid doli trs ; tiie money to be oiuendi d 1111-
(it*r the <lir« ctiofi ol fho N'crMHry of ihtf Treasury, anii
survey*. With all necessary ubse vation, measurements. re-

coi.notssai.ccs, and estimate-, to be made by mixed coiti
minion ol mpngraphioal and civil engineers, to be selected
by Ibe President ol ihe United Suites."
"Sue .. And bt it furt tr tnoclrd. That upon full pronl

being exhibited to the Secretary ol tue Treasury ol any
actual Ins* which tbe present contractor for the printing 01

Cmgiess ins/ have sutfer»d in cnnicquence of uie execu¬
tion ol so much ol the smiie as lias already been perform
ed, tiie said Secretary shall be, and he 11 heieby, author¬
ised to reimburse him lor such actual loss, and to allow him
tnoieover, in the shape of profit, ten percent on tbe amount
o: work already pe> formed.
" .¦ And bt it furthtr tna^ttd, Tint »o much ol

the printing ol his session as leuiaius unexecuted shall be
a<lj jsted 'iid settled upou the basis laid down in the fore¬
going section.
"Skc .. And bt it furihtr twined. That the saidco.i

tractor be, and he is hereby, relieved from Ins contract ;
ami that new proposals be received lor the printi ,g of the
uext session, ill conformity with tbe provisions of ibe reso¬
lution approved twenty-third July, eighteen hundred and
lorty-s;X, entitled * A resolution reguiaiing tun printing
ol Congress, aud establishing the compensation lor the
same

_
Mr. DICKINSON. I move lhat the Senate insist upon

its amend menu. The bill will then go hack to the
House, and a committee of conference can be appointed
then.
Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the senator from New York first

to allow me to make u motion to concur in an amend-
ment which haa been made, appropriating some three
thousand dollars for the repair of a custom-house in
Portland, Maine It was adopted in the Stnaie, and in
the House an amendment was made, increasing the ap-
propiiaiion one cent. I'he reason wu«, it had assumed
such a shape that it could not be brought before the
House so as to allow an explanation without moving an

amendment. The amendment was therefore moved, in¬
creasing tbe appropriation one cent, ami then the House
concurred tu tlie amendment
The motion to concur in tbe amendment of the House

was agreed lo.
Mr. DICKINSON. I nsw move, as a matter of form,

that we insist on tbe other amendments.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish the chairman of the

committee would state, if he can. bow many amendmenls
the House has made, and how many of our amendments
the House has rejected; and whether they are of so im¬
portant a character that we cannot at once recede, and
pass the hill, aud he content with it as il is.

Mr. DICKINSON. The chairman has no opportunity
.| knowing more than ban been just now read The
bill was unfinished in the House till after midnight last
night. But on consultaiion with members of the com¬
mittee it haa been concluded that it would take less time
10 disagree with the amendments ol the House than for
them to examine it; aud they have recommended lhat
course.
Mr UNDERWOOD. I thought the amendments had

been examined, and, if to, it would be better to concur
in everything the H.iuse has done, if we could.
The question was then taken on the motion to insist

upon the amendment of the Senate, and it was agreed to.

THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL.

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, the Se late resumed
the consideration of the bill making appropriations for. the
naval service of the United Slates lor the year en iing
June 30, 1851.
The question (lending wis on the following amendment,

proposed on the preceding eveniug by Mr. Rusk, viz :

" B' it tiMdfi, trr , Tuat there shall be appointed by the
President, witli the consent of the Senate, a deputy post-
master general for California and Oregon, who (hall res de
11 San Kianciseo, and rece ve a salary ol per annum, j
H -sh ill exercise and pet form within California and Ore¬
gon all the pow.rs and duties by law vesunt m the Post-"
ma-ter Ueaeral, so far as the same f hall be assigned to him
by the Postmaster General, subject to his sii|>ervision, di
rectiou. and Instructions; and shall make of bis pr.-ceed-
ings, and of the condition of the post otfloes and m til ser
vine within his pirfdicim, such reports as ibe Postmaster
General shall Uireci, and employ suuli number of cieik-,
and at such salar/, as tlie Postmastei General shall allow.
"Stc J And bt it fmrtktr mucled, Ttierr iliall be ap

pointed by the President, wph the conseni of tbe Senate, a

l>ost office auditor for Caf.lornie and Oregon, who shall ro-

.ide at Clan Kranaisco, aud receive a salary of dollars
|>er annum It shall be his duty to audit and settle, sc

rouling 10 law, all elsims and accounts ol postma-u-rs with
the Po.t Office Department, arising or aooiuiun in Califor¬
nia or Oirgon, and to fierlorm all dtries in regard 10 said
olaims and aooounls, and such other duties as shall be as¬

signed to him by tlie deoretary of tue Treasury, (or Post¬
master General.) in the same manner that the Audiior of
the Treasury lor the Post Office Department is now re-

i|Uired to perform bke duties, and to transmit to said de¬
partment, addressed to lbs AuJilor thereof, a qunrteilr
statement, exhibiting the amount of its revenues derived
from postages ooilecied In California and Oregon, and'be
amount of its expenditures 'herein for each of the following
objects, namely: Compensation to postmasters; trsnsport
ation of tbe mails; sUip, steamboat, ami way letters;
wrapping-paper; olflce fiirrii lire j advertising ; mail-bsgs;
blanks; mad-lecas,. keys, and slainpi; iirtil depredations
and special agents ; clerks for offices ; snU miscellaneous ;
in oider that the sens may tie carried to tlie credit and
debit ol the appropriation I jr the sermae of the Post Otfioe
department on tne books of tn« Auditor for said depart¬
ment; and said Airiltor tnay emfitoy sncu number of
cieiks at such salanes as tbe Sscreiarr ol the Treasurr
shall adow.s
" Sac S And bt it furthtr martrd. The Postmaster Gen

eral may order tha dead iet<ers in ibe |Mist otH k.s in Cali¬
fornia and Oregon to be returned to and opened-at Ssu
Francisco, mstexd ol being sent to the General Post Olfioe
lie may dispense with advertising proposals lor carrying
tne mails in California and Orsgou in the papers in the city
of Washington, and he may allow 10 postmasters there a

commission for their oont|>ensetion not exoeeding seven-/-
Ave |>er c ut on the amount of postage received at their
respective offices, instead of tbe sinnunt now Aied by law.
"Sac 4 .Ind bt it furtktr mar.ttd. Tint it shall be the

duty ol tne Secretary ol the Navy, in add tion to the mail
service of once each month by bun already contracted liir
under tlie liftti »eiti'W of an aot entitled 'An aoi providing
lor the building and equipment of four naval steamships*
approved March lour, eigh een hundred and forty-seven,
to contiaot, on behalf of tbe United Slates, fir the trans-

Cnation 01 tbe mails in steamships between Panama and
n Francisoo, and the Intermediate ports, another tune

each month, eajh way, in suoh manner as to connect
With the mail arriving twice each m >nth at Cbagres. on the
AUantw, so as to make two mads each way to San Fran¬
cisco."
To which Mr. Gwin bad moved to add :
" I'rotidtd, That tbe ad Jitional compensation shall be re¬

duced to ball ol the present raw, il the increase ol tbe reve¬

nues on the route does not warrant tbe payment of tbe fnll
amount in the estimation of tbe said omoer."
Mr. DICKINSON. I cannot bat repeat, what I have

ao often said, that w< have no time to loee, and that I
hope none will be loet unneeesaanly. The amendmenls
are important, I understand, and will be controverted.
We must press theae bills forward, if we mean to paes
them; for I hope no one contemplatee meeting to legis¬
late to-morrow. It would be an outrage, in time of peace,
and under the preeent condition ol the country, to eit

upon ibe Sabbaih. I hope we shall finish these bills Ibis
evening; and I will again my that I hope no amendment
whatever will be adopted.
Mr. RUSK. 1 will suggest to tbe senator from Cali¬

fornia ibat bis amendment be ao modified that it eltall not
exeeed half the weight, leaving no diecreboa to the Poet-
master General.
Mr. GWIN accepted the moditeation.
The question being tben taken upon the ameadment to

the amendment, it was rejected.ayes 11, noes not counted
The qaeetion then recurred upon tbe amendment moved

by Mr. Ruag.
Mr. RUSK Mr President, I have been called upon

from rarioue pari* of tbte chamber to withdrew this

amendment, and at ibe same timejrom other pariaof tbe
chamber to Insist upon it If it was entirely under my
control, as . matter of coarse I should vield when
asked not to incumber the bilf; bat it was tarnished to

me by the Poet Office Department, who urge tbe neces¬

sity of proridinc lor this defect in the mail facilities to

California. Nor is Caiiiaraia alone interested in this

"**¥*?» ^ul who tr»»le with tier share in the interest.
I think lire amendment ia misunderstood. The latter part
of it doee not propose that there should be a new contract
for the ordinary mail service, or anything of that descrip¬
tion ; Uit it authorizes the Postmaster General to con-

traot witt tqe parties now carrying the mail for the addi¬
tional trips, according to the usual rates of allowance for
additional mail service.
Mr DAYTON, VVill the senator allow me to inter¬

rupt him for a single momentI think it ia perfectly
evident that thoae gentlemen who voted against the
amendment to the amendment will vote against the
amendment itself. 1 cannot vote for the proportion as it
now stands, becnu>«« I believe tbey will do this service
for one half the amount. It seems to me it would be well
to withdraw the amendment.
.Mr. KUSK. After some observations made yestcrdsy

evening, I think it is due to the Post Offici Dewutinent to

explain how this ia done. At present there is a line tin¬

dercontract with the Uuited Stales for carrying the mail
to 1 anama and California; and it is proposed to increase
the service upon this line. It is not to establish a new

line, or a separate and distinct mail, but to increase the
service to Panama and Oregon from once to twice a

month. There is no favoritism in the matter; for the
rates are already established. The idea that it would cost
the government but one-half the amount of the original
contract is tiroposterous.

Mr. YULEE. I wish to read the law under which the
department can now do all that ie necessary. Under the
7th section of the act of March 3, IMS, it is provided.
" riml the i'oaniatier U.-neiil (ball, iu all cases c f offers

to cotitraci for curryui« the mail bctwoen uny t-flbe ports ol
(tie United State* and uny foreign jjort or plate, |*ive the
pref"tenee to micIi bidder tor (be contract an ahull pfopotti
II carry the mail in a steamship or ships, and ibe said con¬

tractor stipulating to deliver and (tup or ship* to the United
Siaiea, or to their proper officer, upon demand made, for
ihe purposecl being converted luio a vessel or vessels ol
war," iVg.
The question beiug taken upon the amendment, it was

rejected.
Mr OWIN. Notwithstanding the warning we have

had from the chairman of the«Committee on Finance, I
think it is my duty to offer another amendment to this
bill. 1 move to add the following sections-
" £*c.. And be it furlitr tnaclid. Thai Tor the purpose ol

etiabli>liiug a line of steamships to cariy the United St itea

mailt between San Francisco, in California, and Shanghai,
in Cnma, communicating with Hong-Kong. Amoy, Chu
«un, and Macao, and t ucliing at the Sandwich Island* go
lug or returning each trip. It shall bi duiy ol Hie Secreta¬
ry ot the Nsvy, immediately wfter the passu.« of tins ac\
to contract with Ambro>e W. Thompson, of Philadelphia,
lot the ns ub isliinent of the raid line of .tuaiu ihi|», on ibe
following terms and condition!, viz: The as id Thompson
shall agseti to establish at bia Own expense thu said line of
steamships, and to convey ibe United Stales mails be¬
tween San tranciscoand Shanghai und ibe other points
designated, and shall receive no oilier or further coin peas*
ti in iheiotor thun the amount ol postages wmctihemay
charge and r< cclve on the uiailatde matter wnich may be
conveyed in hit ships. The said line ahull consist ot six

ships ol not less ihsu three thousand tons register each, and
callable of a speed eq ial to any steamers now employed
between New tfork aud Liverpool. Thins ot said abips
shall be completed and icady to bo placed on said line
wit tin two yeais alter date of coutravl, and the other three
wiibin two years after the lirst shall have been so placed
on tint said line, and the three last constructed shall be
placed on said line as soon sftsr tbey shall have been finish
oil as i ricticabie
" The .-aid steamships shall l>c so constructed as to he con¬

vertible al die leuti (ios.ib!e expense into war steamers oI
ill iiist class, and to bo commanded by otik-er* of the nsvy
uot below the giadu ol lieutenant, and to receive lour mid¬
shipmen on bosrd as watch officers, the aaid commanders
snd olfn:er* to be detailed for thn aervice by the Secretary
of the Navy. The said ships sbsli, il required by the Secre¬
ts, y of the Navy, carry lour heavy guns each, to be provided
oih. ered, aud manned by the department For the term
of two years after tho three tirst ships shsll Imve been!
placed upon lliu line, tliey shall perform monthly trips esch
way between the respective ports before specified. And
when the whole numbsr of ships shall have been complc-
led and placed on the said line as above stipulated, they
shsli perturn semi-monthly trips between the said ports
respectively. The said ships shsll be constructed under
the supervision of such cotutruoior or uaval olheer as tt,e
Secetary ol the Navy may appoint.
" Ssc. .. And bt it fmth'r tnnritd, Ttist, Sir the purpose of

establishing the aforesai.t lines sf steamers, It shall be the du-
'f ol the Secretary ol the Treasury to issue to the sa d Tliomp-
o i. upon the r.qui.mon ol the Sacet iry of the Navy,
Ironi hum to time, in such sums as the said Thompson
may require, not exceeding in ibe whole the cost wln. li, m
the judgment ol <fie Secretary of the Navy, ahall be aulH-
cienl ior the cousiiuciiori and equipment of snid ahips,
certificates of (Jutted States IWa. per gcent stork)
which stock shsll be redeemable in twenty-live years'
The said Thompson ahall pay into the United Slates treas-

ury, seini-auuuady, as ibu interest on »aid stock in iy fall
due, the full amouuluf sanl interest so due, and shall aNo
par die pnncipal on ot betoie ilin maturity thereof Toe
>M»id Tbo'i.p<ou ahall give to the Secretarf of the Navy sat-

isfa^torv security lor the faithlul and economical applica¬
tion ot' ilie aunts It .is advanced towards the construction
a'd equipment of aaid ships, aud the Secretary ol the Nav>
shall imve the right to cause the acounts of the disburse¬
ment* made for mat object at any time to be examined, and
shall al o, trom time to tune, as he may deaire, have the
said ships and their machinery inspected, and require such
repairs to be made by said Thompson as shall lie found ue-

e-sary The said ships shali.be kept iu serviceable con-

diiloti and repair, and all improvements adopted al the ex-

p-'iis" ot said 1 bo npson, if so required on inspection ; and
llie United Slaies shall have a Hen o.i them as security lor
the an in advanced for thrlr construction and equipment, in
suob form as the Secretary ol the Navy may require ; and
the said ships may be taken by the Secretary ol ihe Navy
at any tnne |i»r the public service, by releastug said lieu,
and making to the aaul Ambrose W. Thompson a lair com¬
pensation, to b ascertained by appraisers to be appointed,
one by ihe Secretary of the Navy, or under bis orders, one

by the aaid Thompson, aud a third by the two so api>oiuteil:
P'ostartf, That the ratesol |>osiage on mail matter charged
iind received by said Tltompson shsll conform to such leg-
iilations as may be established by the Hosimsster Creneral,
according to law i Amd frumUtd, Jvrtksr, That the power
is reserv.-d to tlie United States to assume the right ol col-
..siting the f>o*tages as to other cases of msil tran-portalion,
allowing in lieu thereof to the said Thominon the same

ratable c >m|>ensatiou in Iks profiortion of the number of

.hips employed as Is now allowed by Isw to K K Collins
and his sssiciates lor mail service between New Vork and
Li verpoot."
Mr. COOPER moved taa.-nend the amendment by sub¬

stituting the following sections:
. And bt it fuitHtr inarlid. That for tbe pur¬

pose ot establishing two lines ol steamships to carry the
mails.one between San Francisco, in California, and
Hiangbsl, in China, communioaiing with liong-Ktua,
Amoy, Cbusan, and Macao, and touching at tbe Mar d-
wioh Mauds In giing or returning ; th- other betw.*en

"niladstphia and Antwerp or Ostend, la Europe, touching
si Porttoioulb in bnglajid, and Havre in France.it shall
bo tbe duty ot lbs Secretary of the Nsvy, immediately al-er
the passage of this act, to cont.aot with Ambrose W
rnompaon, ol Philadelphia, for ihe estsblishment ol the
.aid Hues of steamships, on tbe fillow trig terms nnd con-

ditions, vis i The said Thompson shall agree to establish
at his own expense ihe said lines of siea<r.shl»s, and to
c mvfy the United States mailt between 8in Krancinco and
S:iaiigbii and ihe other points designmed lor the tlr«t line,
and between I'hiladetpb a and tho points in Europe desig¬
nated for the oilier, and shall receive no other or further com¬
pensation tberelor than tho ainojnt ol pottages which lie
may charge and receive on the mailable matter which may
ba conveyed in his ships The said line of steamers be¬
tween ."Un r ranenco aud Shanghai shall consist ol six

3»s ol not less than three thousand tons register each,
ospable ol a speed equal to any steamer now employed

between New York and Liverpool. Three of Midships
shall bo completed and ready to be placed on said line
wuhin two years aftsr date ol the contract, and the
other thres within two years after the Brst throe sball have
been so placed on the said line, and the three ships last
constructed shall be placed on the said line as soon alter
they shall hare been Unished as possible Tbe line >ie
tween the United States and Europe shall consist ot lour
ships of equal sixa with the others, two of which shsll be
completed within two yesrs, and tho others within two

year* thereafter.
"U* ¦.'d s eainships shall be so eonstruoted ss to be coo-

verttbie al the least possible expense into war steamera
ot the lirst elass, and to be commanded by olRoers ol the
navy, not below the grade of lieutenant, and to reeeiva
fou- midshipman on board as watch ntfiaers; the said oom
m tnders and officers to be detailed for tbe servioe by the
Se;ri-tary ol ibe Navy The said ships sball, if required bv

HL" Navr, oarry lour beavy guns eaob, to

be provided, officered, and manned by tbe department
For tbe term of two years after the first three ships sball
have been placed on the first line, tbey shall perform
monthly trips each way between ibe respeettve iwrts as

'I*0'led, and on the second line semi-monlh'y
from the commencement of servioe; and wben tbe whole
nnmber of said ships sball have been oom pieted and plaoed
serni-montbly trips batween ihe aaid ports respectively
Tbe said ships sball be constructed under ibe supervision
?J ,uch nonstructor or naval offljer as ibe Seoretary of tbe
Nainr may apuoml.
, T. ** **fmlhrr fmtlfd. That, for the purpose

'.k 'j*!!.^'j* "Jf^foraeatd lin»a ol stesiasrs. It shall 1>T
rnom Jl'rn ,y °' Treasury to Issue to tl.e

21 Mm I^1.^ r#<?a,»l"o° ot the Secretary ol
fy f' fme to time, in suob sums as the said

YSZ V- not In the wl.ole the
oost wbiob, in the judgment of the Secretary of tbe Navy,

Lh;,".£'U^'X '^"."uctlon and aqoipment of the

.hl.. 1!.*ef United Staias flvs |>er cent, stook,

Ixk
redeemable In twenty-five years.

to,° ^ UnitHi States
traaeary, semi-annually, as the

a
laterest on satit*aek,eeay

I'all due, ilie lull amount of said interest ao due, and slmll
also pay tlii* principal ou or before th>- maturity thnreof
The aaid Tbonij>»on shall give to the Secretary of tbe
Navy satisfactory seourity tor tbe faithful and economical
application ul" the mini iltul advanced U»Warti» the oon

itruuliou and equipment ol aaid ships, aud the S'ucmiary
¦ball hav« the right tomum tba accounts ol the disburse
menu made for that object at any tilde to be exuimuud,
and shall also, from tim« to time, a» he may desire, have
tlie aaid ship* and their machinery inspected, and require
such repaira to be made by the aaid Thoinpaou as ahall be
lound necessaiy. The aaid ships shall be kept In serviceable
(londiltoii and repair, and ad uruiruveiuenla iu machinery
adopted ut the expense of aaid Thompson, If to requited on
inspection; and the United Slates i-hall have a lieu <>n

them aa ai'ouriiy for the anm advanced for their construc¬
tion and equipment in such lonn us the ttecretaiy ol ihe
Navy may require ; ami the said ahipa may be luken by
the Srcelary of ih« Navy at any time lor the publio ser¬

vice, by releasing aaid I en, and making to the said Am¬
brose w. Thompson a lair compensation, to be ascertained
bv appraisers Ui be appointed, one by th« Secretary ol the
Navy, or under his order, one by the said Thompson, und
a third by the two to apjHiintrd : Provided, Thai the ntttta
ol postagd on mail matter, charaed and received by Un¬
said Ttioupson on each ol said lines, shall conform to such
regulation* as may be established by the Postmaster (leu-
eral, accordant to lawi And proutdtd, furlhtr, That the
pourer is rcM-.i wed to the UuiUid States to assume the right
ol collecui'g tile postages, as in dther cases of mail iruns-
portatton, al owing iu lieu thereof to the said Thompson,
uu each of s»id lines, the aamo ratable compensation in
the proportion of th>< number of shipa employed as is now
allowed by law to E K Colliinatid his associates lor mail
service hot ween New York and Liver|>ool."
Mr. C. remarked (bat the terms proponed were pre¬

cisely the tame as in the amen.lmeut to winch lin»
was a suhatitme It proposed, however, a line between
Philadelphia and Antwerp or Oslend, touching at Ports¬
mouth, in England, and Havre, in France. He would
ask the vote ol the Senate, without debate.

Mr. GW1N accepted the substitute as a modification
of his own amendment.

Mr. MASON moved to amend the amendment, as mod¬
ified, by adding thereto the following; as an additional
section:
" Skc .. And bi itjurther tnacttd, Tint it shall be the

dn y of ihe Secretary «l the NaVy, in executing tin) said
contract as to the line between Philadelphia and Europe,
to oau-o u stipulation to be inseitid theiuln, lhat on each
alternate trip the several steamships to he employed on

>aid line shall depart Irom and re'urri to the port ol Plul
aduipbta, in Pennsylvania, and the port o; Nu f'dk, in Vir¬
ginia ; and it shall ba the duty ol ihu raid contractor laith
Hilly to carry said stipulation into editor."
Mr. tiWIN accepted the amendment as a modification

of his own.
The question being taken ttpon the amendment as thus

modified, it was rejected.
Mr. YULEE. 1 have a few amendments to offer, under

the direction of the Committee on Naval Affairs. I shall
present them to the Senate without discussion or expla¬nation in order to economize time; but I atn prepared to
give an explanation upon any amendment if any senator
desires it.
The first amendment was read, making an appropria¬

tion for the navy-yard at Brooklyn.
Mr. DICKINSON. 1 believe the amendment to be

eminently right. I have investigated the whole matter.
It is a matter of public necessity; yet I shall be obliged
to vote against it, though out of no disrespect to that
committee.

Mr. YULEE. I must protest against the rule pre¬
scribed by the Committee on Finance being adopted by
the Senate. These are matters which properly belong to
the Committee on Naval Aflkirs. The amendments are

for appropriations very material to the public service,
and asked for by the Navy Department. They were re¬
ferred to the committee, and could not be brought to the
notice of the Senate until the naval appropriation till
came in. If the House thought proper to delay their ac-
lion upon the bill until the last moment, we onght not
therefore to be prevented from proposing such amend¬
ments as are essential to the public interest.
Mr. HALE. I wi«h to say a single word These are

subjects upon which the Senate of the United States liave
heen memorialized by the cart-load; and the Committee on
Naval Aliairs has been as silent as the grave upon them.
There is an amendment which I wish to propose to this
bill, which 1 have very much at heart; but 1 shall accede
to the course recommended by the Committee on Finance,
and shall go against all amendments. There are matters
connected with Ibis bill which infinitely outweigh those
which have been reported upon, and upon which we have
been memorialized by the ton; but the committee have
oaid nothing upon them 1 shall vole against all amend¬
ments, unless those which I think ought to be adopted
are taken up and adopted first.

Mr. YIJLEE If ihe senator from New Hampshire
will wait until I get through, he may find that the subjects
to which he alludes have been acted upon by the com¬

mittee. . ...

Mr. HALE, it has been very lately, then: they had
not twenty-four hours ago.
The question being taken upon the amendment, it was

rqwUd.
Mr. YULEE i have some other amendments to oner.
Mr. CASS I would suggest that the senator has dis¬

charged his duty. The temper and disposition of the
Senate are such that it is useless for him to proceed.
Mr. YULEE. 1 certainly cannot discharge my duty

without presenting the amendments. If the Senate think
l>roper to vote them down, that is another matter. 1 tell
the Senate that there are |>ortions of this bill which no
senator can approve, and which U is absolutely necessary
should be acted upon. 1 would prefer rather that the whole
bill should fail than that some amendments of the House
should receive the ssnction of the Senate. 1 could not

discbarge my duty, then, without bringing these amend¬
ments before the Senate for their action I otter another
amendment.

[This amendment provides, as nearly as the Reporter
could ascertain, for the extension of the time for finish¬
ing the mail steamers, as a substitute for the proviso di¬
recting payment to be in proportion to the mail service

performed] .....Mr. Y. said: I feel constrained, after the indication
given by the Senate, to explain the amendment 1 have
ottered, in order that the Senate may take the full respon¬
sibility and consequences of its rejection. Under the pro¬
vision contained in the naval appropriation bill as it came
from the Houss of Representatives, this coneeauence re¬

sults, that all the ships which remain unfinished upon the
several lines which nave made contracts with the gov¬
ernment may be left unfinished, and the contractors will
be released from the obligation to build them, while the)'
will receive during the remainder of the time of their
contracts the full amount of remuneration. That is
the operation of the act as adopted by the House. It
reads: <

" Provtdid, Thai no payment shsll ba made for said set-

viae except in proportion loihe mail servies heretofore per-
foimed, or that may be hereafter performed ; and that the
Secretary ol uie Navv is hereby directed to make payment
in said proportion only."
The provieion is, that payment shall be made in

proportion to the mail service. The compensation to be
¦nade uuder the contract was compounded of mail eer-
vice and puttiiis afloat a certain number of ehips which
would be available to the naval eervice of the country.
We have lound that the mail eervice, on account of the
speed which has been attained, can be performed with
fewer ships (ban the number contained in the contracts ;
and if this proviso is |««sed, we can never relieve our-
selves herea:ter from the obligation to pay the full com¬

pensation lor the ships which are already huilt, and the
i onttactors will not be required to put upon the line any
more ships. They have now put on bat three, which are
two leee than are required. If the Senate chooee to let
the bill pass with th is proviso in it, the consequence* are
known to them, and the committee will share none of the
res|>onsibility for them.
Mr. RUSK. One word, air, and it is simply this the

amendment seeke, at this stsge of ths session, to make a

change the propriety of which we could not investigate
so as to understand it in half an hour. But I will not
consume the time. It limite the operation of the act to
two years There is no poeeible object in it. As the
bill stsnda now, they are only to receive enmpensetion in
proportion lo the msil service performed. The amendment
amounts only to thia: If Congreee wish theee ships bmlt
at any earlier or a later day, this limitation will embar¬
rass the subject. . . .

Mr. YUlCkT I will state, becaoee it » my duty to

state, that this amsndment has been prepared after con¬

sultation with one of the proprietors of ths principal line,
and that the extension of two years for the completion
ot theee veeests was introduced at their own tssUneeand
us a favor to them. Their veeaels ought, by contract, to
have been bailt before thie time j but there have been
reasonable ground, for delay. If we enforced the obliga¬
tion upon tuem, iheir contracts wooU Mi | *t t is a
matter of leniency to them that we still hold thsm to the
oonetrnction of tne number of ships required by the con-

tract, and give them the extension of two years beyond
ths time, which is a lone dolay. It is a favor to them,
and 1 will assarensy friend of the Poet OAeeCommittee
that the effect of adopting the mail service aa the rate of
compensation "win he to discharge them from all obliga¬
tions to build any iw»re ships.

Mr. RU$L I Wfcr altogether Ifonj that ofbuoa. I
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bare no objection lo dealing liberally with these con-

| tractors. I want lo do it, and especially under the cir-
Icumatances- Bin, at the Mine time that I tin willing to
deal liberally with them, I am anxious to see the ob|ect

m
carried out.

Mr. MASON. This matter received the deliberate at-
teuiion of the Naval Committee ; and I am satisfied that
> the action of the Smalt-, if they adopt the bill aa it

came from the House 0f Representatives, they will re-

,,,om ",e dut>' building the num.

.if of,.8l"l's ."pu'atad in the contract. We shall pay
thein the amount stipulate f.r the service of Ave shipe.
The S» h«ffi 'Sf,«,^i,b thLe*> Please them frSIi

mi? the oiber two: and if we
would hereafter wi.h to modify it, we cannot do it-for
Mr ufiTT yo,,d !b" feHrl' Congress.Mr. RUkK am very clearly ot the contrary opinion.

I his only cay* them in proportion to ihe service they
perfoiin, and it doe* not at all modify the contract Thev
have entered into it solemn contract and obligation to ner-

form certain things
'

Mr. MASON. Thin is an important amendment in
mollifying that contract; and I ask the yeas, and naya, that
it may |>ass into the history of the couutry by whom the'
contract has been modified.
The yea* and nay* were ordered.
Mr. DAWSON. 1 should be gratified if the chairman

of the Commit!' e on Naval Affairs, or the senator from
Virginia, would explain lo u* the object of the amend¬
ment. We are unable, in this pert of the chamber, to
hear what is going on.

.
Mr. MASON 1 <A-ill de'ain the Senate but a moment,

in complying with the request of the senator over the
way. Hie naval appropriation bill, as it came from the
House ol Representatives, reals:
" Provided, Thai no I'uyiiient shall 1>» made far said ssr-

'

vice, exscpt in proportion to ihu mail anrviaa heretofore
performed, or ihat m:n lm hnreatter performed, and that
ilia Secretary ot ihe Navy n li ioby directed to make oar*
Hirilt In *md p nporil jii un>y."
Now, the contract is this: The contractore were re-

quired to build five »hi|« wnhin a limiteii time, and with
those hve ships to p-iform semi-monthly mail aervice
I hey have built three ships.the two remaining ahipa
have not been hmlt. It lias been found that they can
peilorni the mail eervice required with the thr.-e ships

[only, his a- pnit ot the policy of the government to
provide a cart tin nu nber ol st-a nships aa war veaeela
and they therefore stipulated that the contractors should
provide five. Now, as tbey can perform the required
mail service with three ships, as the bill stands? it 10
susceptible of being on*fmed to release the contractor
from the iiuty ol prcvidisg the other two ships. Ha is
to be pai.l tor the mail service he performs with three
only, instead of five, a* contracted for. The effect of the
amendment simply is to avoid that construction.to rfve
the contractors two additional years to build the additional
ships.

Mr. HUSK. I call the attention of the Senate to the
proviso. Ttie bill leads :
" For transportation or tbe United Stat** mail between

Now Vork mid Liverpool, between New York and Nsw Or-
lesinp, Iiavanf*, an<l Chagre*. and between Panama and tome
point* in the Territory ol Oregon, #874 60111 Provided. That
no payment MiaM be made for said service, except in pro*
portion to the mail service heretofore performed, or that
may be lieraafi-r performed, miJ tnat the Secretary ol the
Navy is hereby dnecied to raaae payment in said Drooor-
tion only."

r r"

Is there any release there ? Can-it be pretended /or a
moment that this releases the contractors from any obli-
nation in the contract.' None upon earth. It is the most
Grange construction I have ever know to be put upon

[be language of a bill. There ie no interference at all
It's °"iy a restriction that the Secretary of the Nary

». n«, hJ# P*y®«nt the services rendered.
Mr. _WALkfc.ll. I wish to ask the chairman of the

Conomiuee 011 the Post Ottice and Post Uottd* this ques¬
tion : Can these contractors claim any payment nnlees
they comply with the contract.» if not, does not this bill A

compel ihe proper officer to make payment for the aer-
vice that is performed, or shall hereafter be performed t
II that is the cane, will it not modify the contract, and vary
the contract from the terms upon which it was origi¬
nally entered into, in putting the service which they are

performing and are to perform upon a different ground,
and making it obligatory to pay for it at variance with
the contract /
Mr. BADGKR. Allow me to say one word. If I hare

understood this aright.and 1 am a member of the Naval
Committee, have examined it, and concur in the view ia
which the amendment is reported.the certain effect, or
at least the probable effect, ol the provision in the bill ie
to relieve the contractor from that |«rt of the engage¬
ment in which the government has an interest, and to
leave him in full fruitiou of ihat («rt of it in which he
has an interest. Ii i» our iuteiest that five ships should
be built, because in case of war they would belong lo
us. Hut the contractor finds he can )ierform the service
with three. The question is whether he shall be allow¬
ed to perform the service, and receive the same compenaa-
tion for three ships as if he had put on the other two
according to contract, it being the interest of the govern¬
ment to have as many ship* completed as are required in
the contract. I bat is the whole effect of the provision.
It seems to me plain that the amendment should be
adopted.
Mr. HALK. I did not intend to say a word; hot it

strikes me that this clause does not of necessity take A*'
construction at all. It is of a negative character entirely.
It merely forbids the Secretary of the Navy to pay any
more than such a sum. it is simply negative, and can¬
not have the positive effect to change a contract. It ia
restrictive.not lo go beyond a certain amount. It
teada:.
" Provided, That no payment ahall be mad* lor said ser¬

vice, except ia proportion to ih* mail servioe heretofore per¬
formed, or thai may be heiSBlter performed, and that the
."ieeretary ol the Navy 1* hereby directed 10 make pavaieM
to aaiu proportion ueUf."
Mr. BADGER. With the three ships he perforata the

whole service, and is therefore entitled to the whole pa*.
If the bill paaaes as it stands, he may perform the whole
service with the three ships, and receive the whole pay

Mr. RUSK, (in his seat) No, air.
Mr. BADGKR. That it is my opinion: itiamyja^-

meut. On the contrary, it is the interest of tbe govern¬
ment ihat he should build the five ships. While we wiah
the service iwrformed with five ships, it is tbe intereef of
the contractor to |»erform it with three Then, in caaa
of a war, when we have occasion to call for these shipe to
be turned over for military purpose*, we should have hat
three instead of five ships. That ia the state of the
case.

Mr. DICKINSON. While I am aware that the ehair -

man oi the Committee on Naval Affaire eaya that the con¬
tractors prefer the amendment he propoaee.and I know
they do, because they ao informed me, and I have ao
doubt they prsler it.under other circumstaneee I would
vote for it. and even now if it were neceeaary.at the
same tune, acting in view of tbe course I have mirked
out, I do submit to the Senate that the construction at¬
tempted to be given to this matter is exceedingly strarwe
and artificial. It may be desirable that the hill should
pas* with the amendment; bnt the idea that this proviso
releases any portion of the contract I bold to be utterly
aitsurd. Lei us look at it: Tnere waa a contract entered
into with these individual* to build aceittin number of
ships, of certain dimensions, and to perform a certain
mail service. Tbey have not built all the shipe, and
therefore they have not performed all tbe servica re¬

quired
Mr. BKRRIEN. If tbe senator will allow me : Waa

there a limited time within which they were to build theat
ship*

Air DICKINSON. Clesrly.
Mr BEKKIKN. Anil bs« ihat paasad t

Mr. DICKINSON. Ves, air.
Mr. RUsK, (in his seat.) Upon an extanaioo by the

I'oat Office Department.
Mr DICKINSON resumed. Now, this bill prorilaa
at they shall be paid in proportion to the mailasrvice

tbey rendered, and no more. Hffw can it release them
Irom an independent portion of tbe contract, which com¬

pel* them to build a certain number of ahipe of certain di-
inennion*.' It cannot be so.
Mr PRATT All of us naturally euapose that the «

.uhject upon which we are about to speak has beea aie-
understood by others. It occurs to mi, from what haa
been said about this part of the bill, that it has not beea

properly underetood. The senstor from North Carolina,
[Mr. Badom,] whoee attention I desire in ths remarks 1
am about to made, haa expressed views wnich 1 think I
can meet. Tbe original contract, I learn, ia for the huiid-
mg of Ave eteamahiisi to carry ths mail, a* provided fa*
in this clause of tbe bill. Under tbe orignai contract they
were to be built within a epecifisd period Tkie Mriod
baa passed, and the time baa been extended by the Nary
D pariment. So far as ths mail service ie concerned.
they have, with the ibree ships already built, diacftaraed
all the mail service which was contemplated to ha die-
charged by ihe live B.it ihe government having a far¬
ther object, to have five steamers capable of being need for
war purpoeee in the event ths government ehouid here¬
after need them, the government have an interest ia com¬
pelling these contractors to build two additional steamers
Now, I ask the honorable senator from North Carolina!
aad others who bare taken that aide of the question,


